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“Because thou hast seen Me, Thomas, thou hast believed; blessed are 
they that have not seen, and have believed.” (John xx. 29. ) 
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God Wills Tt. 





Our Divine Savior Ardently Desires That You Communicate Daily; 
for Ke Has Tnstituted Holy Communion under the Appearance of Bread. 
EARKEN to the words of our Saviour: ‘‘My child, I, thy 
Savior and Redeemer, when returning to My Heavenly 
| Father did not wish to be separated from you, but de- 
sired to abide with you, in order to be your guide and 
friend, your happiness and consolation in the wearisome exile of 
this life. Therefore I instituted the Sacrament of My Body and 
Blood. Now it were meet for My divine Majesty, that I were 
concealed in this Sacrament under magnificent appearances, in a 
blazing ruby, a brilliant diamond, under the appearance of most 
refined gold or some other precious metal. But, no, My child, I 
chose—bread! Yousurmise the reason. The purpose of bread is 
that it be eaten. It is at your disposal. Bread is necessary to 
sustain the life of the body. Bread is eaten daily. 

“Consider these circmstances, My child, and learn therefrom 
that in instituting this Holy Sacrament under the appearance of 
bread, My sole intention and heart’s desire was to be daily eaten 
by you and all the faithful. By doing this, you comply with your 
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Savior’s burning desire, Who has loved you beyond measure. And 
what corporal bread is for the body, that will I, the spiritual 
Bread, be for your soul, the daily source of new strength and new 
spiritual growth. Hearken then to Me, your Lord and Master, 
and hasten to the daily union with Me, saying, ‘God wills it!’ ’’ 


Our Divine Savior Desires Most Ardently That You Communicate Daily; 

for He Has Instituted Holy Communion As the Continuation 
and Completion of the Manna. 

Hearken to His voice: “‘My child, I was prefigured by Moses, 
the leader of My chosen people, who obtained manna for the 
famished in the desert. To Me, therefore, the task was given by 
My Heavenly Father, to renew and complete the miraculous 
works of Moses, and foremost the miracle of the manna. This 
conviction had been inherited by the chosen people from gener- 
ation to generation. Therefore, when I spoke to the Jews re- 
garding the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, they asked, 
‘What sign dost Thou show?....Our Fathers did eat manna in 
the desert!’ And I promised them manna, more excellent than 
that of the desert, so that he who eats of this manna should live 
forever—the manna of Holy Communion. Thus I Myself have 
given you Holy Communion as the completion of the symbolic 
manna, in order that you, My child, may have recourse to the 
imperishable food of the soul, as the people of the desert sought 
the manna which fell each day; the manna that was eaten daily 
to strengthen them in their daily recurring hardships. 

“Do you not clearly recognize again, My child, the thoughts 
and desires whereby I was animated at the institution of the true 
manna? Is there further need of My telling you that, as the true 
manna, I also desire to be received daily in Holy Communion, 
against the daily attacks in the desert of this life? Hearken to My 
words, then, and permit Me to strengthen you daily as your 
manna, and say, ‘God wills it!’’’ 


Our Divine Lord Desires Ardently, Even Entreats, Chat You Communicate Daily. 


Hearken to the voice of our loving Savior: ‘‘My child, every 
perfect gift comes from above, from the Father of lights. It must 
therefore be implored. Likewise the Gift of all gifts, the most 
Holy Sacrament of My Body and Blood. You might have for- 
gotten to pray for this Gift; for this reason I wished to teach you 
a prayer that would not pass away and which contains the peti- 
tion for the good Gift of Holy Communion—the ‘Our Father.’ 
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““You marvel; you must know, however, that My Evangelist 
Matthew has recorded My words exactly in the petition of the 
Our Father: ‘Give us this day our supersubstantial bread.’ Do 
you understand : our supersubstantial bread—Holy Communion— 
give us this day, every day? No doubt, a new doctrine to you My 
child, yet an ancient tradition of My holy Church, whose fathers 
almost unanimously teach that hereby is to be understood not so 
much the material bread, the food of the body, as the Bread of 
the Holy Eucharist. 

‘But if you are to pray for the grace of Holy Communion, 
and of daily Holy Communion, with the words I Myself have 
taught you, is not that sufficient proof of the ardent desire of My 
heart, that you also partake daily of the supersubstantial food, in 
order to experience how sweet and amiable is the Lord? Hearken 
then to My words, comply with My burning desire, partake of 
the feast which heaven itself daily spreads for you, and say, 
‘God wills it!’”’ 


Our Divine Savior Desires Ardently That You Gommunicate Daily; 
for This Was the Practice of the First Christians. 


Hearken to His words: ‘‘My child, look about you. What 
do you behold? Observe the condition of the world, and you will 
see that times are approaching, in which the horrors of destruction 
will reign in the holy place. My Church is being persecuted, My 
altars and servants desecrated, My doctrine despised, and the 
small number of the faithful diminishing more and more (we need 
but think of France, Italy, Spain, Portugal etc., and here in 
America we see the triple enemy: concupiscence of the eyes, 
concupiscence of the flesh and pride of life which are continually 
inflicting the most painful wounds on the Church). Woe to the 
sinful world! Many are called but few chosen ! 

‘There is still time to act, and happy they who understand 
the signs whereby in these latter times I desire to renew all things, 
transform all things into Myself, gather all things about Me and 
unite all with Me—by the Sacrament of My Body and Blood. 
How shall this be done? 

“‘Goto the members of the primitive Church, and from them 
learn wisdom. Behold, how the faithful of the first centuries 
daily assembled for the breaking of bread, and even led Me into 
the lily-white souls of their infants—a joy and blissfulness for My 
heart which no created understanding can realize. And that 
generation, which daily partook of the bread of the strong, was 
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one heart and one soul, and presented to My Church, to My 
Heavenly Father, a legion of millions and millions of martyrs and 
confessors. Would that this spirit of youth might again enter 
into My Church, into each individual among the faithful and also 
into your soul. 

“But if the first children of My Church have done so, it was 
because they lived together with My apostles and their disciples, 
from whom they learned to know the desires of My heart. My 
child, do you likewise heed my desires, and do all in your power 
that by daily Holy Communion the new spirit may come upon 
you and yours, and say, “God wills it!’”’ 


Our Divine Lord Desires Ardently That You Communicate Daily; 
for through Kis Ghurch He Tnvites You $o Urgently. 

Hearken to His words: ‘‘My child, the Bread of Life, which 
all too long a time had been in obscurity similar to the pearl in 
the Gospel, shall again be honorably regarded. And time is 
pressing. So many souls—I am well aware—are longing for 
bread, which frequently was not broken for them in sufficient 
quantities. It is true, there are some whose lukewarmness fills 
them with disgust for this heavenly food; but in many others, 
zeal was not wanting; they were kept distant from the holy table 
by servants of My sanctuary who were guided by an erroneous 
spirit. I took compassion on the multitude, as formerly, and in 
order that they might not be sent away fasting and be exposed 
to the danger of fainting on the way, I sent a new fire upon My 
Church that it might burn and inflame all with new zeal. 

*‘And My representative has spoken, and has made known 
My will and desire: in My name he has banished the spirit of 
severity, and in accordance with the desires of My heart announced 
throughout the world in the spirit of love: “Come ye all to the 
feast of grace! Come daily! Come and do not hesitate, for the 
store-rooms of the Church are wide open again for all, and open 
daily !’ 

“Incline your ear to the voice of My Church to whose serv- 
ants I have said: ‘He that heareth you, heareth Me, and he that 
despiseth you, despiseth Me!’ The wish of the Church is My 
wish; hersummons is My summons. Hearken to it, joyfully com- 
ply with My invitation and the desire of My heart, come daily 
and say, ‘God wills it!’”’ 
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Our Divine Savior Desires Ardently That You Communicate Daily; 
for through His Shurch He Lays Down the Easiest Conditions. 

Hearken to His voice: ‘‘My child, rejoice that you have been 
vouchsafed to live at the present time. Bless the day and the 
hour in which My holy Spouse has terminated the excessive aus- 
terity of many of her ministers, and has again re-instated the 
spirit of love, meekness, and amiability of My divine Heart. 

‘‘Poor children of men, how long a time have you been kept 
waiting? How long atime has the spirit of destruction, in the 
garb of light, defrauded you of the highest Good! Now this un- 
happy spirit is unmasked. Through My Church I have said to 
him, ‘Depart from Me, for you have become a scandal to Me and 
Mine!’ And he has departed; his dominion has terminated, and 
henceforth his reign shall have ceased in heaven and on earth. 

‘‘What have they done who were infected with this spirit ? 
Under pretence of the esteem and veneration which is due to Me 
in the Holy Eucharist, they prevented all who had not renounced 
every deliberate venial sin from approaching My table and be- 
coming frequently united with Me; moreover, those who were 
subject to imperfections as also the sick and the dear children 
were kept distant. Courage, however, ye children of men, for 
the epoch of love has begun. My Church tells you, “Only have 
no mortal sin on your soul, only have the good intention to honor 
God, to advance the welfare of your soul—that suffices to entitle 
you daily to lay claim to the Bread of Life. 

‘*Do you understand, dear soul? Could I require less for this 
great gift of grace that is daily renewed? Has it not again be- 
come My delight to receive the sinners, the poor, the tempted, 
the imperfect, the little children, and to eat with them? Can you 
still remain distant? Must you not again perceive the desires and 
longing of My heart and confess, ‘God wills it?’’’ 


Che Blessing of Pius X. Suddenly Heals a Sick Child. 





In April 1909, the Maloup-Robert family of Lyons, while on 
a visit to Rome, took up quarters with the Margravine Barbi on 
the Pincio. Their two children, Andrew and Claude, aged re- 
spectively nine and seven years, were taken sick of nettle-rash. 
Andrew soon recovered, but little Claude kept growing worse 
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from day today. The attending physician, Dr. Giaquinto, had 
abandoned all hope, and at his last visit, declared that the child 
would not live till morning. Marquis Luigi, a member of the 
body-guard of His Holiness, and personal friend of the family, 
suggested that it might be well to inform the Holy Father that 
a child who had come to Rome to visit him, was dangerously ill, 
and his mother begs the pope’s prayer and blessing. The mother 
being consulted, showed great faith, and earnestly requested the 
marquis to inform the Holy Father at once about her sick child. 
All during the forenoon, no one had any hopes of saving the boy’s 
life, and death seemed imminent. 

Suddenly the child called for his mother—he had not spoken 
a word for three days— smiled and said, ‘‘Mamma, I am hun- 
gry.’’ It was at the very time that the Holy Father, being in- 
formed, had prayed for the child and blessed him. 

Little Claude’s health improved rapidly, and when the phy- 
sician called again, he could scarcely believe his eyes, as he ex- 
pected to find the little patient dead. The boy, although still 
weak, was afterwards taken to the vatican. Pius X. presented 
him with a medal and again imparted his blessing. With deep 
gratitude the mother said to the pope, ‘“To you, Holy Father, I 
am indebted for the life of my child.’’ His Holiness replied, ‘‘No 
it was not I, but your faith that saved him.’’ Once more they 
received the blessing of the pope, and when they were leaving 
the vatican, the boy’s strength had increased to such an extent, 
that he ran down the big stairs, which upon their arrival he could 
mount only with the support of his mother. 

Upon their return to Lyons, both children received their first 
Holy Communion, on the feast of the Epiphany, and offered it 
up for the Holy Father. Again a blessing from Rome gladdened 
the happy children and their parents, who had such faith in the 
efficacy of the Papal blessing, and on that account had found aid. 
Catholics ought always highly to appreciate the Holy Father’s 
blessing, and consider themselves fortunate if they have an op- 
portunity to obtain it. 
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Tt Was High Time. 





“‘Recently,’’ relates a priest, ‘“I received the following letter : 
‘Rev. Father, —I would like to make a general confession and 
receive absolution in your room. I do not wish to attract atten- 
tion, therefore, I beg you to send me a note, stating when I may 
come. Let the note be worded in such a manner, that, should 
my wife happen to see it, she will not understand its purpose. 
With much respect, etc.’ 

‘After considering the matter and making inquiries about 
this gentleman, I sent my answer and appointed the time when 
he might come. As he entered my room, he seemed greatly 
agitated and wept. I encouraged him and said kindly, ‘Mr. N. 
what is the trouble?’ His only reply was, “Please hear my con- 
fession.’ He made his confession with signs of deepest contrition, 
shedding copious tears; then consoled and reconciled with God 
he departed. Later on, I saw him several times, but had no op- 
portunity to speak to him. But who can describe my astonish- 
ment, when a few weeks later, hearing the tolling of the bell, I 
was informed, that Mr. N. had been stricken with apoplexy and 
died almost immediately. As consciousness did not return, only 
the sacrament of Extreme Unction could be administered. I was 
deeply moved. What a blessing that he had previously made a 
good confession. Is not this another proof of God’s infinite 
mercy towards sinners ?’’ 


Miraculous Viaticum. 





From 1752—1778, the diocese of York, in England, was under 
the administration of the Rt. Rev. George Hornyold, who was 
distinguished for his zeal and piety, as well as for his austere and 
simple manner of life. The numerous and wearisome visitation 
trips which he made, were usually undertaken without escort or 
servants. Going from place to place on horseback, he instructed 
the people himself, administered the sacrament of confirmation, 
and encouraged and assisted his priests in the difficult labors ot 
their sacred ministry. 

In 1760, the Bishop, on one occasion, rode from Derby to 
Leicester intending to take up his temporary abode at Higfields, 
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in order to minister to that portion of his flock. It was late in 
the evening, when, having arrived at a lonely cross-road, his 
faithful horse, usually so docile, refused to be managed by its 
skillful rider, and dashed wildly towards a forest in the direction 
of Wittelsford. The animal could not be brought to a stop until 
it came to a deserted spot in the woods; there it suddenly halted 
and would not make another step. 

Bishop Hornyold jumped from his saddle, tied the panting 
steed to a tree, and began making preparations for the night to 
take what rest he could under the circumstances. All at once he 
heard sounds of moaning near by, as though some human being 
were in great distress. He listened, and distinctly heard the 
words, “Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me!”’ Aided by the light 
of the moon, he searched through the thicket and found an eld- 
erly man, lying upon the mossy ground and in the agonies of 
death. ‘“‘Most Sacred Heart of Jesus!’’ again fell from his pale 
lips. The good Bishop gave the dying man a few drops of wine 
from his flask, and tenderly placed his arm beneath his head as 
a support. Then the man opened his eyes and pleadingly said, 
‘‘A priest, a priest!’ Bishop Hornyold immediately made him- 
self known as a priest, whereupon the dying man made his con- 
fession. The Bishop then administered extreme unction and 
gave him the Body of the Lord, which on his journeys he always 
carried with him. 

Having received the Holy Viaticum, the dying man prayed 
a while in silence, then repeated fervently, ‘‘O Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, I thank Thee!’’ After a time, he again opened his eyes 
and with difficulty and frequent interruptions related the follow- 
ing: ‘‘In my youth I had been good and pious, then entering the 
military service, I sank deeper and deeper into vice; but even in 
my worst state, I never forgot the promise I had made to my 
mother on her death-bed, to repeat often during the day: ‘Heart 
of Jesus, have mercy on me!’ The Divine Heart has shown me 
mercy and sent mea priest. O most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I 
thank Thee!’’ He soon afterwards expired. 

Now the Bishop realized why his horse, contrary to his wish 
had brought him to this deserted spot. Deeply moved at the 
faithfulness and mercy of the Divine Heart, in rewarding this 
slight love and fidelity of a poor soldier steeped in vice, he pro- 
ceeded on his journey. 
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Frequent Communion of Children. 





pe) HE great error of our times consists in having so little faith 
| in the supernatural life of man. The words of St. John 
the Baptist may here well be applied: ‘“There hath stood 
one in the midst of you whom you know not.’’ He Whom 
we do not sufficiently know, is Jesus Christ, Who lives in our souls 
and is truly present in the most Blessed Sacrament. As Catholics, 
we must above all have a lively faith in the supernatural life in 
the life of Christ within our soul, otherwise we will gradually fall 
into the errors of modernism. You have a twofold life, dear 
Christian: the natural life of soul and body which you share in 
common with all mankind, and the supernatural life, the union of 
Christ with the soul; the latter constitutes within us the divine life 
and continues eternally, providing we die in thestate of this life, 
that is in the state of sanctifying grace. This supernatural, eter- 
nal life is obtained in holy baptism, and in case it should be lost, 
can again be recovered in the sacrament of penance. 

By baptism, Christ is born in the soul; the child becomes a 
new creature, it becomes a member of the risen body of Jesus 
Christ and receives His divine life: ‘‘Christ is its life,’’ as St. Paul 
says. 

Christian education essentially consists in aiding the child 
ever to increase within himself this life of Christ, and to teach him 
to labor for the weakening and destruction of his evil inclinations, 
in order that Christ alone may live and reign in his soul. For 
the attainment of this end, our Lord has instituted principally 
two means: the sacrament of penance and the Sacrament of the 
Altar. 

The purpose of the sacrament of penance is to restore in man 
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the life of Christ, if it had been lost through mortal sin, and to 
mortify by constant penance his evil desires, and remove the ob- 
stacles which prevent the life of Jesus from increasing in the soul. 

The Sacrament of the Altar, Holy Communion, was institu- 
ted by Christ as the special nourishment of the life of Jesus in the 
soul; what daily food is for the body, Holy Communion should 
be for the life of Christ in the soul.—The two sacraments of pen- 
ance and of the Altar, are, therefore, the two supernatural means 
instituted by God especially for the training of children and young 
people. 

Many Catholic parents and tutors of modern times, almost 
disregard these means and attempt to give a Christian education 
without Christ, according to the fashion and theory of modern 
educators. This accounts for the general failure in the proper 
rearing of young people, and the complaints regarding their dis- 
obedience and unruliness. 

In the bringing up of children, the summons of Pius X. finds 
its full significance: “‘Return to Christ, return to the frequent 
Communion of children!’’ Our Holy Father desires ‘‘to restore 
all things in Christ,’’ he, therefore, invites the faithful in general, 
to frequent Communion, but he appeals especially to parents and 
instructors, saying, ‘Make all possible efforts to foster frequent 
Communion among children, in families and institutions.’’ 

These are the words of the pope, the supreme teacher and 
instructor of mankind. All objections against the frequent Com- 
munion of children have been refuted. Some objections are :— 

1. “The children are too young.’’—Holy Church does not 
consider age an obstacle. Assoon as the child has once been 
admitted to the holy table, this table remains spread for the child, 
and the master of the house daily invites him to His banquet. 
During the days of primitive Christianity, children were admitted 
to Holy Communion at an early age, and thereby derived great 
benefit. 

If a child has sufficient understanding to commit sin, that is, 
to separate himself from God by offending Him, why should he 
not also have sufficient understanding to unite himself with God 
in Holy Communion? If the child is old enough to fight against 
sin, why should he not be old enough to use the weapons for his 
defence? Shall we wait until Satan has completely destroyed the 
work of baptism in the young heart, and then conduct our Lord 
into the temple that has been destroyed? It is certainly better 
that Jesus comes into the heart of the child, in time to preserve 
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His paradise from ruin, than that He should be obliged to recon- 
struct it upon the ruins, which can only be effected by a special 
miracle of grace after the loss of innocence. The children are 
innocent, and, therefore, stand so much in need of Holy Com- 
: munion, in order to strengthen their will in the combat against 
sin and to enable them to persevere on the road to heaven. Justly 
indignant, therefore, at those who attempt to deter children from 
: approaching Him, our Lord exclaims: ‘‘Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not.’’ Yea, let every one fear 
the anger of the Eucharistic Friend of children, if he prevents 
them from coming to Him in Holy Communion. 

2. “Children do not realize what they are doing,” is an- 
other objection. Who should imagine himself wiser than the 
Church, the teacher of truth? In order that the child may derive 
benefit from Holy Communion, the catechism of the Council of 
Trent requires only that he have ‘‘some’’ knowledge. St. Thomas, 
the great Doctor of the Church, requires that children “‘begin to 
have some use of reason,’’ which is interpreted by eminent theo- 
logians, ‘‘that the child is bound to receive Communion when he 
; is capable of distinguishing the Eucharistic Bread, from the com- 
mon and profane bread.”’ 

7 All divines agree on this point, that if the child can be ab- 
solved, he is likewise capable of receiving Holy Communion. 
Confession even requires more co-operation from the child than 
the reception of Holy Communion. Doubtless good instruction 
is very beneficial to children; but let us always bear in mind the 
words of Holy Scripture: “‘And they knew Him in the breaking 
q of bread’’ (Luke xxiv. 35), that Holy Communion, therefore, is 
the best source of light and knowledge, also for children. 

¢ 3. “Children are so thoughtless and inconstant.’’—Even 
5 so. Nevertheless they are in the state of grace and have a good 
4 intention at Holy Communion; the Church does not require more, 
: nor should we demand more than the Church. Holy Communion 
, will prevent the child’s thoughtlessness from degenerating into vice. 
The impressions produced on the child by the world, must be 
counteracted by the impressions which Holy Communion pro- 
duces. In spite of their carelessness, children often receive Com- 
munion more worthily, than older people who are entangled in 
all sorts of worldly cares. On account of their innocence and 
simplicity of faith, the divine Friend of Children delights to be 
received by the little ones, regardless of their frivolity. 

4. “But they derive no benefit from receiving, they always 





SNAG TRY TES ATR E  T 























78 Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


remain the same thoughtless, indolent and disobedient children.’’ 
Let us remember that the principal effect of Holy Communion is 
to preserve the child from mortal sin and to confirm him in the 
grace of God. This is the main thing, that Communion preserve 
sanctifying grace in the child. We must not too easily become 
irritated if children, although receiving Communion frequently, 
still continue to be careless; they are but children and have not 
yet acquired the gravity of riper age. These young souls will 
gradually be transformed. Never reproach your child saying, 
“*You go to Holy Communion so often and do not become better;”’ 
this would hurt the little heart and extinguish all love for the di- 
vine Sacrament, and might prove detrimental for the remainder of 
hislife. Ifchildren, having the assistance of frequent Communion 
remain weak, what would become of them without Communion? 

5. “At any rate, it suffices for children to receive once a 
month or every fortnight,’’ is the last objection.—Who is the 
judge, the Church or the faithful? In the Holy Father's decree, 
he says that Christ ardently desires frequent and daily Commun- 
ion. But in particular our Lord calls the children to Himself, in 
order to heal them of their weakness and strengthen them in what 
is good. “If you desire to preserve your children in innocence 
and virtue,’’ says Mer. de Segur, “‘encourage them to frequent 
Communion, and by no means deter them, especially if it be rec- 
ommended by their confessor. Only Holy Communion effectually 
combats evil morals. How many parents—on account of their 
ignorance regarding frequent Communion—have become the 
prime cause of their children’s destruction. By preventing them 
from approaching the holy table, they themselves became the 
cause of those bad habits in their children, which they so much 
dreaded. Truly, one must have grave fears for a child who re- 
mains away from the sacraments.’’ 

In the first centuries of Christianity, children as well as grown 
people received Holy Communion daily. At that time, daily 
Communion produced many saints who were but ten to fifteen 
years of age. The same cause would in our days also produce the 
same effects. Frequent Communion granted to children would 
train them to become holy children. If the Church is again to 
behold youths and maidens growing up strong in faith and pure 
in morals, the children must be admitted to frequent Holy Com- 
munion. Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is their best teacher and 
educator. 

May Mary, the heavenly Mother of children, obtain for all 
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Catholic parents and guardians the grace to comply with the 


touching appeal which our Lord makes to them: ‘‘Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me.”’ 


A First Communion at the Age of Twelve Months. 





Apropos of the tender age of the First Communicants this 
year, the following beautiful incident will be appreciated. This 


‘almost miraculous event happened in St. James’s parish, Louisi- 


ana. Not long since a woman walked in a long way from the 
country to go to confession and Holy Communion, bringing her 
little boy baby about a year old. Whilst his mother went to con- 
fession, he remained quiet with a lady in church, but when the 
time for Communion came, he would not be separated from his 
mother, and screamed and cried so loud that she could not pacify 
him, and so, was obliged to carry him in her arms to the com- 
munion railing. When the priest gave the Sacred Host to the 
mother, a particle fell on the lip of the little baby, who now was 
perfectly quiet. When the priest went to take it up to put it 
back into the ciborium, the little one quickly took it up with his 
tongue, and looked up at the priest with a sweet smile. The 
good, holy priest’s joy was great, and he said, that as he closed 
the door of the tabernacle, he could hear the angels sing a hymn 
of thanksgiving, and he thinks our Lord performed this little 
miracle to give another proof of His great love for innocent little 
children. 

A first Communion at the age of twelve months! Certainly 
this should encourage mothers to bring their little ones to our 
dear Lord. Western Watchman. 


Patience and Love. 





Father Bernardin of Feltre, a Franciscan Friar, on one oc- 
casion gave an address to the patients and nurses in a large 
hospital, concerning peace and concord in the house. ‘‘Each 
one,’’ he concluded, “‘must study in his own little book that he 
may know his duties. The sick will find in their booklets only 
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these words: ‘patience, patience, patience.’ Likewise the nurses’ 
booklets contain but three words: ‘love, love, love.’ Each one 
should read diligently in his own, and not be anxious to know the 
contents of another one’s book. For if the sick constantly would 
say to the nurse, ‘Where is your love?’ and the other kept say- 
ing, ‘Where is your patience?’ they would resemble children, 
who continually turn over the leaves in their school-mates’ books 
and neglect to study the lessons in their own. The consequence 
would be punishment and bad reports.”’ 


A Soldier’s Fidelity in Keeping the Ember Days. 


Many Christians, alas, scarcely know the purpose of the Ember 
days. They have been appointed in order that the faithful pray 
for good priests, and may supplement their prayers by fasting and 
good works. Good priests must be obtained through prayer. 
The greatest blessing for a parish isa good, zealous priest. Those 
who often pray for priests will draw God’s blessing upon them- 
selves, and will experience the assistance and blessing of the 
priest in the hour of death. 

*“While I served in the army,’’ writes an honorable veteran 
of the Austrian army, ‘“‘I had a comrade, a well educated young 
man, named William. He was by no means overly pious, but he 
always strictly kept the Ember days. The time in which the 
Ember days occur, namely in Advent, the first week of Lent, the 
week of Pentecost and in September, never escaped his mind. 

“‘During these days, he would never smoke nor eat meat. 
His companions often ridiculed him on that account, but this did 
not annoy him. ‘For the priests,’ he replied good-naturedly, 
and remained faithful to this practice during the three years of 
his service. 

“*At the last great military exercise, which took place in the 
Ember week of September, we were put on a very fatiguing pa- 
trol-march. The sun beat down furiously upon the rocky road, 
and the heat was suffocating. Towards eleven o’clock, William 
was prostrated from a sun-stroke. We were far away from any 
village, but at a little distance up the mountain pass, we noticed 
achapel. The lieutenant had placed wet cloths on the sick man’s 
head, to restore consciousness. Then I heard the bell of the 
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chapel ring, and I quickly ran to see whether I could find a priest. 
Fortunately, a priest was there, about to begin Mass. Without 
removing his vestments, he hastened to the dying soldier who in 
the mean time had regained consciousness, heard -his confession, 
then returned to say Mass. 

“‘We carried William into the chapel, and having spread our 
cloaks on the floor beside the altar, made him as comfortable as 
possible. During Mass, he received the Holy Viaticum, and after- 
wards the priest prayed with him and prepared him for death. By 
twelve o’clock, all was over. 

“But you will wonder how the priest came to say Mass at 
this way-side chapel, at such an unusual hour. It was providen- 
tial, indeed: he had lost his way and came here unintentionally. 
Finding the little chapel, he procured the key from a shepherd in 
a near-by hut, and prepared tosay Mass. Thus the Ember fasts, 
which William had so faithfully kept ‘for the priests,’ were re- 
warded in his last hour, with the grace of having the assistance 
of a priest and receiving the Holy Viaticum. It was the Friday 
of Ember week in September. Since then I have always remem- 
bered and kept the Ember days.’’ 


OVER-JOYED. 


A good lady of Connecticut, recently sent us among other 
valuables, a diamond ring, and a pair of diamond ear-rings. At 
the same time she wrote that she felt over-joyed to offer these 
gems to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the embellishment 
of our new monstrance. 

May God reward this noble lady a hundredfold. Until now 
we have received but little genuine goldand silver jewelry. Gilded 
articles of brass or copper have been sent, and certainly with the 
best intention; however, these articles can not be utilized in the 
manufacture of our new monstrance. Anyone desiring to offer 
gold and silver jewelry or precious stones to our Eucharistic God, is 
kindly requested to do so as soon as possible. Every offering in 
money will likewise be gratefully accepted. 
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After the battle of Gravelotte, one of the most terrible of the 
French-German war, the dead bodies on the battle-field were so 
numerous, that it was necessary to bury them by the hundreds in 
one common grave. Among the fallen was a young officer, who 
had been supposed dead, but in reality was only unconscious in 
consequence of the severe wounds he had received. His friend, 
the colonel of the same regiment, left him for a time to find aid, 
and upon his return searched for him in vain; it was several hours 
before he discovered the fatal mistake that had been made. He 
then ordered the grave to be opened immediately. He doubted 
not a moment that he would recognize the officer at the first glance. 
But how great was the colonel’s grief and disappointment, when 
in spite of his careful examination of each one’s features, he could 
not distinguish them, the faces had become so disfigured. What 
was he to do under these circumstances? 

The thought flashed through his mind, “‘I remember that my 
friend wore a scapular and a small medal of the Immaculate Con- 
ception. The Blessed Virgin will now reward his devotion to 
her.’’ Nor was he deceived, for by this mark the officer was soon 


identified. To all appearance, life had fled, but the care bestowed 
on him, restored him again to consciousness. He was transferred 
to the military hospital, where he gradually recovered, and was 
ever after grateful to the Heavenly Mother. The scapular and 
medal saved him from the horrible death of being buried alive. 


1,000 COPIES. 


Up to this time, we have sold 1,000 copies of “FATHER 
PAUL OF MOLL.” Everybody is highly pleased with this most 
interesting book. It is but fifteen years since this saintly Bene- 
dictine Father died. He is truly called the thaumaturgus of the 
nineteenth century; so numerous and striking were his miracles, 
that one might have supposed him another St. Anthony. 

The book is tastefully bound, embellished with five pictures, 
and contains about 400 pages, printed in clear type on excellent 
paper. No one should fail to procure this fine and interesting 
book. Very appropriate for a present. Price, prepaid, $1.00. 
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“Re Chat Spareth the Rod Hateth His Son.’’ 


About thirty years ago, a wealthy farmer one day called on 
the master of a thriving village-school, and furiously reproached 
him for having dared to chastise his only son. The teacher list- 
ened calmly until the enraged man had finished, then earnestly 
said to him, ‘My friend, may the Lord forgive you your insolence 
for you know not what you are doing; but with regard to your 
son’s punishment, he will by no means die of the effects, on the 
contrary it was a good lesson for him, and salutary for his soul 
and body. But mark my word, by your foolish, unchristian sym- 
pathy for your idolized child, you are preparing for yourself a rod, 
the blows of which you will feel sooner than you wish.’”’ 

The man was dumfounded and greatly vexed to hear the 
plain truth so fearlessly laid before him, but he lacked courage 
to make a frank and outspoken reply. He had expected to in- 
timidate the teacher and compel him to apologize, but seeing that 
he was unable to attain his end, he grumbled to himself and went 


away. 
Years passed, the boy grew to bea robust, sturdy youth, and 
was now eighteen years of age; at the same time, however, his 


indulged passions had become strong and ungovernable. One 
beautiful summer evening as the teacher was sitting in front of his 
dwelling, he was suddenly startled by loud cries and screams com- 
ing from the wine-house across the street. A few moments later, 
a man was being forced backward through the door-way, tightly 
in the grasp of a pair of powerful hands. Amid curses and blas- 
phemies the two men had reached the threshold, and the younger, 
who had made the assault, threatened to throw the other down 
the steps. The frightened school-master perceived that it was 
the farmer and the son whom he had so foolishly indulged. The 
latter was about to execute his threat, when the teacher, who 
had hastened to the scene, interposed, calling out to him, ‘‘Is that 
the way to honor father and mother?’’ 

Upon seeing his former preceptor, the lad loosened his grasp 
and disappeared in the house. Then turning to the unhappy 
father, the teacher said, “Do you still remember what I formerly 
told you?’’ With tears in his eyes, the man replied, ‘‘Yes, I do; 
but I regret, that you have witnessed this scene.’’ 
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Ai Legend of Saint Anthony. 


FRANCISCAN Father of the monastery of St. Lawrence, at 

Naples, tells the following story: ‘‘In a peaceful, little 

cottage by the seaside, there lived a young fisherman 

and his mother. One stormy night when they were per- 

forming their night-prayers, they were startled by a desperate 

outcry as that of a man in terrible agony. The young man rushed 

to the door and to his horror found a man who had been waylaid 

by robbers and was now in a dying condition. The robbers fled; 

for besides fearing the presence of a witness, they had to escape 

the hands of the policemen who were on their trail. The fisher- 

man stooped down to assist the dying man, but in a few moments 

more, all was over. The policemen now entering upon the scene 

and seeing the young man stooping over the lifeless body, cap- 

tured him as the murderer, congratulating themselves that they 

had finally succeeded in tracing one of the band of robbers for 

whom they had long been searching. All protests on the part of 
son and mother were in vain, and he was taken to prison. 

‘*The circumstancial evidences were too strong against the 
young fisherman; the trial was soon ended. He was condemned 
to death. The police had heard the cry, and the body was still 
warm, no one was near but he; the testimony of the mother was 
of no value in this case, and thus the declaration of the young 
man’s innocence were considered only as those of a stubborn crim- 
inal. The poor mother had endeavored to come to the trial, but 
she was so inexperienced and helpless in such matters that she 
arrived in court when all was over and the death sentence was 
passed, the criminal to be executed early the next day. The 
mother broke out in sobs and tears and asked the judge if there 
was no way tosaveherson. The judge, in order to get rid of her, 
said in an off-hand way that the king could change matters. 

‘*The mother’s mind was quickly settled. She would go to 
the king at once, fall down at his feet and plead for the life of 
herson. She didnot know of any formalities and was disappointed 
when told that she had to bring her petition in the prescribed 
form of writing. The sun was already going down when she left 
the palace to finda lawyer to write up her petition. When return- 
ing with the document it was too late of course, the doors were 
closed and no petitioner could enter. 

‘‘The poor woman was heart-broken. Not knowing what to 
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do she passed by the church of St. Lawrence. She entered and 
before the statue of St. Anthony prayed as only a mother’s heart 
under such circumstances could pray. But her time even here 
was short, for the sacristan soon came and rattling his keys gave 
her a sign that it was time for him to shut the doors. In her 
agony the poor mother, who was still holding the document in 
her hand, threw it over the iron railing calling out aloud and de- 
spairingly, ‘St. Anthony you must save my child!’ Singularly con- 
soled and quieted, she left the church and went home. 

“It was about ten o’clock. The king was all alone in his 
study, looking through some important documents he had to sign. 
He had given his servants strict orders to admit no one as he did 
not wish to be disturbed. Suddenly there was a rap at the 
door, and a moment after a Franciscan brother entered. His ap- 
pearance was so majestic yet amiable, that the king was charmed 
foramoment. The Franciscan approached the king and without 
any embarrassment modestly spoke, ‘I beg pardon of your ma- 
jesty for coming at so late an hour, but my business is very urging, 
and will not allow any delay, as a man’s life is at stake.’ 

‘“**Speak brother! What can I do for you,’ said the king 
encouragingly.— ‘Your majesty signed a death-warrant today for 
a young fisherman who was found at the corpse of a murdered 
man. All evidences seemed to tell against him, and yet he is 
entirely innocent.’—‘I am sorry,’ said the king, ‘I can do nothing 
in such matters. The courts are there for that and when the 
court passes a sentence I can not change it, nor can I presume 
that the sentence is not just.’—‘I will vouch for the innocence of 
my client,’ said the monk with a positiveness that impressed the 
king. ‘I beg your majesty to write a few words of pardon below 
this petition.’ 

‘The king spontaneously reached for the pen, but reflecting 
again, he stopped and asked the monk, ‘Where do you come 
from ??—‘From the monastery of St. Lawrence, your majesty,’ 
answered the monk. ‘But even if I do grant your petition,’ said 
the king, ‘it will be too late, for he will be executed before this 
can reach him.’—‘There is no time to be lost it is true,’ said the 
monk, ‘but I will see that the document is delivered in time, pray 
just write a few words of pardon here,’ and the monk pointed 
with his finger to the blank space where the king was to sign. 
The king did sign, and with a few words of courtesy and thanks 
the monk left the room. 

“The whole affair had made a wonderful impression on the 
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king. He tried to continue his work, but reflecting again, said to 
himself, “How could this man come in here at this hour?’ He 
asked the chamberlain and all the servants but nobody had seen 
any one enter ordepart. They searched but no trace of the monk 
could be found. The king resolved to go to the monastery early 
next morning and find the solution to this mystery. 

“‘The scaffold on which the young man was to be executed 
had already been erected and the poor young man in his cell was 
expecting his executioner to enter, when the doors of the prison 
opened and instead, an officer of the king appeared with the ‘par- 
don.’ The young fisherman was at liberty to return home to his 
mother. 

At the dawn of day, the State’s Attorney was terrified to see 
adocument of pardon signed by the king the day previous lying on 
his table. He supposed that one of the servents had laid it there 
and had forgotten or neglected to tell him about it. He was in 
a terrible predicament. Snatching the document, he rushed to the 
prison to save the young man’s life. We already know that he 
was not too late. 

“In the course of the forenoon the king appeared at the 
monastery of St. Lawrence. He had all the brothers assembled 
in the refectory and asked the Guardian who of them had been 
to see him in the palace the night before. The astonished Supe- 
rior replied that he knew of no one to leave the house at so late 
an hour. The king scrutinizing the monks and not seeing his 
man told the Guardian what had happened. The Guardian sug- 
gested to call the mother, who might inform them to whom she 
had given the petition. 

‘Meanwhile the king was shown around the monastery to 
to pass away the time, and was also taken to the church. The 
king passed from one altar to another until he finally came to the 
shrine of St. Anthony. Instantly recognizing his man, he pointed 
to the statue and said, ‘That is the one who came to see me.’ 
‘Pardon, your majesty,’ said the Guardian, ‘he is not under my 
jurisdiction.’ ’’ 

In consequence of this incident, the city of Naples selected 
St. Anthony as one of its patron saints. 
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Here we wish toremark, that private revelations, according to the decrees of 
Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church has 
not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








Holy Water in the Christian home. 
Fi Source of Alid for the Suffering Souls. 


}t is much to be regretted that the healing power and exceed- 
ingly great efficacy of sacramentals, that is, articles which 
are blessed by the Church, are so little known and valued. 

i Among these is holy water. If all Catholics realized the 

efficacy and power holy water possesses for soul and body, pro- 
viding it be used with faith and devotion, every dwelling would 
have its holy water fonts; they would not be found dry as is often 
the case, but would be kept well supplied with the blessed water, 
so beneficial for ourselves and for the poor souls in purgatory. 

But whence has holy water its great efficacy and power? 

From the prayers of the Church. As often as the priest bless- 
es water, he does so not in his own name, but in the name of the 
Church, the spouse of Christ, whose representative he is. Our 
Lord always accepts the prayers of the Church with complacency, 
and is ever ready to grant the petition, providing the person him- 
self places no obstacle in the way, and what is asked, be for his 
spiritual welfare. 

Therefore, if a Christian takes holy water, and sprinkles a 

drop of it on himself, or on another person, present or absent, the 
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prayers of the blessing of the holy water ascend to heaven every 
time and draw down graces and blessings upon soul and body, 
upon all that are being sprinkled with the blessed water. It puts 
to flight the power of the evil spirits, and for this reason Chris- 
tians commonly use the saying, ‘He hates this or that as the 
devil does holy water.’’ Thousands of instances could be enu- 
merated, showing the terrible fear the evil one has of holy water. 


Efficacy of Holy Water. 


Now, how is it possible, that holy water can be efficaciously 
applied to persons at a distance and to the suffering souls in pur- 
gatory? 

This is easily explained from what has been said above. As 
often, dear reader, as you dip your finger into holy water, and 
with faith and piety desire to apply it to a child living at a 
distance, to a brother or sister, the prayer of the Church attached 
to it, ascends to heaven and moves the Sacred Heart to bless and 
protect your dear ones. The same takes place when holy water 
is sprinkled for the poor souls. Oh, what refreshment is given to 
a suffering soul by one drop of it. 

The Ven. Dominic of Jesus, according to the custom of the 
Carmelites, kept a skull upon his table. One time as Father 
Dominic had sprinkled some holy water on the skull, a voice pro- 
ceeded from it and pleadingly cried out, ‘‘More holy water, more 
holy water! for that mitigates and extinguishes the terrible heat 
and pain of the fire.”’ 

One drop of holy water, is often more efficacious than a long 
prayer. Our prayers are frequently much distracted, and sadly 
lacking in fervor, confidence and perseverance. Our heart and 
soul are often in such a condition that God can not take compla- 
cency in us nor in our prayers. This, however, is not the case 
with the prayers of the Church attached to holy water. This 
prayer, being that of the pure and holy spouse of Christ, is per- 
fect without blemish, and pleasing to our Divine Lord at every 
moment, wherever and whenever it is offered to Him in the name 
of Holy Church. For this reason, the poor souls so ardently long 
for holy water; and if at this moment the fiery prison in which 
they languish were to open beneath our feet, and we could hear 
their earnest pleadings for a drop of holy water to soothe their 
pains,—certainly we would strive to remember them with it, not 
only in the morning and evening, but frequently during the day 
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we would make use of this easy and efficacious means for giving 
relief to our suffering brethren in the world beyond. 


Cake Holy Water Often. 

How often do you not pass in and out of your door, how many 
a trip you make to your place of business, to the field, to the gar- 
den, to this or that place, and how little time or trouble would it 
require, when leaving the room, to dip your finger into the font, 
and let a drop of the blessed water fall into purgatory ? 

And what joy does not your slight trouble and the charitable 
thoughts you entertain for the suffering souls bring them! What 
great benefits will you not obtain therefrom, for yourself and your 
family, for the poor souls are not ungrateful as persons in this 
world often are. The very moment we perform a charitable act 
for the holy souls, they raise their hands to heaven, and pray for 
their benefactors with greater fervor, than the holiest persons on 
earth are capable of doing. God willingly grants their prayer, 
the prayer of His pure and holy spouses, the prayer due to grat- 
itude, and bestows His blessings in richest measure upon those 
who come to their assistance. 

A devout Christian ought never to leave his room for any 
length of time, without taking three drops of holy water; one for 
himself, the members of his family and his relatives, that our 
Lord may protect them from all harm of soul and body; a second, 
for the dying, especially for sinners who are in their last agony, 
that God may mercifully grant them the grace of conversion, and 
the third drop for the poor souls.—Oh, what blessings, merits and 
graces, dear reader, you could acquire by this little practice within 
the space of a year, for yourself and for numberless other per- 
sons; and what a host of intercessors at the throne of God during 
life, at your death and for your own soul when it shall once be in 
purgatory. 

Do Not Listen to the Wicked Enemy. 

There may be one difficulty about using holy water so fre- 
quently during the day, and that is, to renew the supply so often. 
However, the numerous benefits connected with the use of holy 
water will also easily overcome this obstacle. 

Should the wicked enemy whisper to you not to be so foolish, 
as to carry holy water home every Sunday, for people will consider 
you overly pious, a devotee, then consider the following: 

1. If anyone knew that within a few miles from his home 
there lived a physician who distributes gratis, an excellent med- 
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icine which has cured numberless sick persons of all kinds of dis- 
eases, the only condition being to come for the medicine every 
week, how eagerly would not the people flock thither, and would 
scarcely allow the physician time for his meals or for sleep.—Now, 
dear Christian, holy water is an excellent medicine, and thousands 
who used it with faith and with reverence, have been healed there- 
by, and often it has prevented misfortune coming upon themselves 
or their possessions. 

2. Our soul is daily exposed to danger, and we need grace 
and help, to think, speak and labor meritoriously for God and for 
heaven. One of the easiest and most efficacious means to repel 
the assaults of the evil spirit, is the pious use of holy water. As 
often as we use it devoutly, our good mother the Church, prays 
for us to our Savior, Who gives us aid, consolation and strength 
to do what is good and avoid what is evil. 

3. Were you to hear an alarm of fire in your neighborhood, 
perhaps even be aroused from your sleep at night, would you not 
hasten to give every possible aid to your unfortunate neighbor? 
you would shrink from neither heat nor cold, nor exertion of any 
kind. 

However, are you not firmly convinced that down in the re- 
gions of purgatory, a fire incomparably more intense is burning, 
that it is not wood, straw or some other lifeless material which is 
being destroyed, but that millions of our fellow-creatures are ex- 
posed for so long a time to the terrible flames? We can aid these 
poor sufferers with far less trouble; a drop of holy water is of great 
benefit to them, and should we beso slothful, so neglectful as not 
to take the precious holy water home with us on our way from 
church. 

4. ‘‘Look at the devotee.’’—Human respect, alas, prevents 
many Christians from being zealous. They would otherwise often 
perform acts of charity, more frequently hear Mass and receive 
Holy Communion, make visits to the Blessed Sacrament or assist 
at extraordinary devotions, were it not that they entertained such 
dreadful fear of being criticized and talked about as over-pious. 

Now is this such a great misfortune? If the matter is con- 
sidered in the true light, it is by no means a misfortune to be ac- 
cused of being too pious, on account of faithfully and fearlessly 
doing one's duties as a Christian; on the contrary it is a most 
fortunate condition, for it is a sign of predestination. In our days 
all are ridiculed as devotees, who in word or deed confess their 
Savior before the world. But of them, our future Judge has said : 
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‘‘Every one that shall confess Me before men, I will also confess 
him before My Father.’’ 

Never be deterred, then, from human respect and fear of 
ridicule to get your supply of holy water, and avail yourself of its 
efficacy for the living and in particular for the relief of the suffer- 
ing souls in purgatory. 


Ven. Mother Mary D. Clare of the Holy Cross 
and the Poor Souls. 


This highly favored religious, who died in 1895, revealed how 
those who faithfully honor the Mother of God obtain special pro- 
tection at the hour of death and mitigation of the pains in purga- 
tory. She made-known the following: 

Some poor souls told her that by the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin, their time of suffering was greatly shortened, and that 
Mary even visited them in purgatory consoling and encouraging 
them. Whenever the Heavenly Mother was present their pains 
were greatly alleviated, and that at her last visit she had promised, 
to obtain from her Divine Son a speedy deliverance from their 
fiery prison. These souls urgently recommended devotion to the 
Mother of God, especially to her seven sorrows, and to her Im- 
maculate Conception. They said that those who would be faithful 
to this devotion would have the pains of purgatory greatly dimin- 
ished and often would be detained therein but a few hours. She 
was told that occasionally, souls who had cherished this devotion 
during life, were spared from the pains of purgatory, and were 
only for a short time deprived of the vision of God. 


Compassion for the Sorrowful Mother. 

One poor soul made known to Mother D. Clare, that she 
owed her deliverance altogether to devotion to the Mother of 
Sorrows. Her life had been one of wickedness and crime, and 
without a very special grace, it would have been impossible for 
her to have been saved. But the Mother of God does not permit 
anything that is done for her honor, to go unrewarded. This soul 
during life always felt a deep compassion for the Mother of Sor- 
rows. Whenever she saw her image or the statue of the Sorrow- 
ful Mother she said seven Hail Marys in honor of her seven dolors. 
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But, as this soul herself asserted, she said these prayers more out 
of habit than piety, for her mother had so deeply imprinted this 
devotion in her heart, that, in spite of her wreckless life, it had 
never been entirely extinguished. To show her appreciation 
foreven this slight veneration, the Mother of God bestowed on 
this soul at the hour of death her special maternal solicitude. 
The image of the Blessed Virgin’s sorrows was so vividly presented 
to her mind that the dying person was filled with an intense sor- 
row for the wickedness of her life. Thus she found grace with 
God and at the last moment received the pardon of all her sins. 
According to the statement of this soul the sorrow for her sins 
which she had obtained through the intercession of the Mother 
of Sorrows, was so perfect, that not only her sins, but a great 
part of the temporal punishment was thereby remitted. ‘“Thou- 
sands and thousands of souls,’’ she said, ‘‘who had not done one 
twentieth of the evil I have done, are lost forever; many of them 
on account of a single mortal sin of which they did not repent at 
the hour of death. They remained obstinate in their wickedness 
until their last moment, and showed no sign of repentance. In 
that state of malice and obstinacy, filled with hatred, anger and 
bitterness they are led amid curses and maledictions in company 
of the devils, into the eternal abyss of hell. Ah, what tender 
feelings of gratitude ravish my heart, when I consider what the 
Mother of God did for me in the last moment of my life! With- 
out her intercession I would have shared the same fate as these 
lost souls. My tongue shall continue for all eternity to extol the 
love, goodness and care of this Gracious Virgin !’’ Mother Mary 
D. Clare related that she met with many similar examples, of 
poor souls that owed their salvation entirely to the Mother of God. 


Portiuncula. 


In the life of St. Francis of Assisi we read, that one night, while 
praying for the conversion of sinners, he was surrounded by a 
bright light. An angel appeared and asked the Saint to follow 
him to the chapel of Our Lady of the Angels. Scarcely had 
Francis crossed the threshold of the church, when an enchanting 
scene presented itself to hiseyes. The angels in heaven had heard 
the sighs of the Saint, his prayers had ascended to the throne of 
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God, celestial spirits had descended into the holy place, and the 
Most High was present in their midst. 

When Francis beheld the divine Majesty, he fell on his knees 
in profound adoration. ‘‘Francis,’’ said the Lord, ‘‘as the sal- 
vation of souls is so dear to your heart, ask and you shall receive. 
What do you desire for the honor of My name?’’ Thereupon, 
the Saint, in the excess of his love and zeal cried out, ‘“What I 
desire, O Heavenly Father, is pardon for poor sinners; what I 
implore is, that whenever a sinner enters this chapel with senti- 
ments of true contrition, he will obtain full pardon for all his 
sins.”’ 

Himself frightened, as it were, at the boldness of his request, 
Francis, totally cast down, remained kneeling, when suddenly he 
beheld the sweet Mother of our Savior, who lovingly smiled upon 
him. He then stretched forth his arms towards Mary, and begged 
her to intercede for him with her divine Son. Ah, how efficacious 
is a prayer said with full confidence, if it is recommended by the 
Blessed Mother of God. 

“‘Francis’’, replied the Lord, ‘‘that which you ask, is indeed 
an extraordinary favor, nevertheless I will grant it; yea, I will 
grant you one far greater. Go to My representative, whom I 
have given power to bind and to loose, and ask him for the same 
indulgence.’’ The next morning St. Francis repaired to Perugia, 
where Pope Honorius was at the time, and begged him to ratify 
the Portiuncula indulgence. 

“‘For how many years do you desire this favor?’’ the Pope 
asked, ‘‘Holy Father’’, St. Francis replied, “‘I ask for neither 
years, months, nor days, but for souls.’’ 

“‘How is this to be understood ?”’ said the Vicar of Christ. ‘“‘I 
desire’’, continued Francis, ‘‘that if it please Your Holiness, all 
sinners who enter the Church of Our Lady of Angels, after having 
made a contrite confession, may obtain full remission of the pun- 
ishment, due to all sins they have committed since their baptism 
until the day they stepped into this church.’’ 

“‘Francis,’’ said the Pope, ‘“‘you request a great favor. In- 
dulgences of this nature are usually not granted by the Holy 
See.’’-—‘‘Holy Father’’ he continued, ‘“‘I do not ask this of my- 
self; Jesus Christ has sent me to you, and I come in His name.’’ 
Thereupon Pope Honorius exclaimed, ‘‘Very well, I grant you 
everything you have asked.’’ 

This, briefly told, is the account of the wonderful origin of the 
Portiuncula indulgence. This indulgence is famous throughout 
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the Church, and since the thirteenth century has been ratified by 
many popes, among them Alexander IV., Martin IV., Clement V., 
Paul III., Urban VIII., etc. 

The great privilege called the Portiuncula indulgence, was. 
solemnly announced in the Church of Our Lady of Angels, on 
Aug. I, 1223, and has since been extended to all the churches of 
the three Orders of St. Francis. 


Ai Pure Conscience. 


If the good deeds you perform, are to be pleasing to God and: 
meritorious for heayen, you must be in the state of grace. Our 
Savior says: ‘‘He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same 
beareth much fruit, for without Me you can do nothing’’ (John 
xv. 5). Without being united with God, that is, without the life 
of grace, you can do nothing meritorius for life eternal. For this. 
reason, the works performed for the poor souls, if not done in the 
state of grace, are dead, and can give them no comfort or relief. 
An example will serve to illustrate this. 

A dying father earnestly requested his son often to pray for 
him after he should have departed this life. The son faithfully 
carried out his father’s wish, and offered up many prayers and 
good works for the repose of his soul. Thirty-two years later his. 
father appeared to him, enveloped in flames, and bitterly com- 
plained that for so many years he had left him to suffer such ter- 
rible torments without giving him any aid. ‘“‘What,’’ answered 
the son greatly astonished, “‘have you not received any relief 
from the many prayers, which I have offered and still offer in your: 
behalf?”’—‘‘My son, ’’replied the deceased, ‘‘whatever good works. 
you have performed in the past, have aided neither you nor me, be- 
cause you performed them in the state of mortal sin. Your con- 
fessions were worthless, as you had not the necessary contrition. 
God had mercifully permitted me to give you this information, for 
the benefit of my soul, and that you may be led to a true knowl-. 
edge of yourself.’’ In consequence of this apparition, the son 
was converted, he made a contrite confession, and by his good 
works afterwards released his father’s soul. 

But if anyone should have had the misfortune to commit a 
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mortal sin, shall he cease to pray for thedead? St. Bernard gives 
the answer, ‘‘Although you are in the state of sin, you should 
not cease to offer up prayers and other good works for the souls 
of the departed because they likewise pray for you that God may 
give you the grace of contrition for your sins.’’ 


Why Don Bosco Forgot the De Profundis. 


In 1854 Don Bosco presided at a retreat, which was attended 
by many gentlemen of Turin. It was evening. All were assem- 
bled for night prayers; Don Bosco recited the customary devotions 
in those clear and fervent tones which any one who had once 
heard them could never forget. He began the second verse of 
the De profundis, when his voice suddenly ceased, while at the 
same time his gaze seemed fixed on something above the altar. 
Presently he sighed, cast down his eyes once more and endeavored 
to continue the prayer. But all in vain, he could not remember 
it, either in Italian or Latin. Finally he concluded with the sign 
of the cross. 

The following morning the young clerics surrounded him and 
began to rally him pleasantly on the incident of the night before. 
At length to one or two of the more serious who asked him the 
cause of his distraction Don Bosco replied: 

‘‘At the moment when I was about to say sz imiguitates I saw 
two bright points of light above the altar. On one of those I 
read the word ‘heresy,’ on the other ‘death,’ and as they seemed 
to float in the air to the other end of the church my eyes followed 
them with the greatest concern. They rested over the heads of 
two persons whom I recognized perfectly in‘the gloom of the 
church by the light of these points of flame. Pray, my children, 
you will soon see the realization of these omens.”’ 

A‘short time afterward, a wealthy merchant of Turin, a prom- 
inent Catholic, went over to Protestantism with a great furore of 
scandal; and a little later occurred the death of another of those 
who had made the retreat of Lango. 








Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


NEW PRAYER BOOKS. 


We have published two new prayer books, one is called 
“Golden Links;” size 4% x 2% in.; 347 pages; and the other one 
is called “‘Joy in God;’’ size 434 x 234 in.; 270 pages. Both are 
written by a Benedictine Father of Conception Abbey, Conception, 
Mo. In them you will find, besides the usual Church Devotions, 
only original prayers which are not contained in another pray- 
er book. 

The two small books are for all classes of Catholics; they are 
written in simple language and suitable for first Communicants 
as well as for older people. “Joy in God’’ is especially handy as 
a “Vest Pocket Manual.” 

Try these books and we think you will find them superior to 
most prayer books. Each of them contains 2 Morning and Even- 
ing Pravers; 2 Mass Devotions; 2 Devotions for Confession and 
Holy Communion; many litanies and prayers for the various 
Seasons and Feasts of the year, etc. 

We have them in the following bindings :— 


Golden Links. 


Celluloid, with beautiful chromo designs, gilt edges, metal 
clasp, $1.50 
French Morocco, gilt edges, +. 
Morocco, red edges, 65 


Joy in God. 


Vest Pocket Size, German Calf, gilt edges, $1.35 
Morocco Grain, gilt edges, 75 
Morocco, red edges, 65 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 








CONCEPTION COLLEGE, 
A Boarding School for Catholic Boys and Young Men. 


* This institution of learning is conducted by the Benedictines under 
Abbot Frowin, and offers unexcelled opportunities for a thorough 
classical and scientific education preparatory to entering a university 
for professional study. 
‘| Its beautiful location, model discipline, up-to-date equipment, and 
moderate terms are prime factors of its enviable reputation. 
{| The next school year begins Sept. 6th, with solemn High Mass and 
examination of the new applicants. 
* For further information address 
The Rev. REcTOR, 
CONCEPTION COLLEGE, 
CONCEPTION, Mo. 


><) 


St. Joseph’s Academy, 


A Boarding School for Catholic Young Ladies and Girls, 
Conducted by our Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 


{The Academy and Convent are beautifully situated in a health- 
ful country locality on the Wabash, and Chicago Great Western 
railways, two miles north of Conception College. 


* The chief aim of the institution is directed towards the forma- 
tion of character. Therefore, no pains are spared to educate not 
only the mind but also the heart. Only Catholic girls of good 
character are admitted. 


‘ The course of study comprises a primary, an intermediate, and 
a senior department. . The latter includes a teachers’ course and 
a commercial course. 

| The scholastic year consists of one long and one short session. 
The first session opens Sept. 6th, and the second session, Jan. 3d. 
Public examinations are held at the end of each and reports of 
pupils’ conduct and progress are sent to parents. 


{ Further information will cheerfully be given by 


The SisTER DIRECTRESS, 
BENEDICTINE CONVENT, CLYDE, Mo. 











